
Grace Notes

CALL FOR
VOLUNTEERS

For those who are not aware, the Hope in the
Mountains Board of Directors agreed to partner
with the Raleigh County Family Support Center.
They operate under a grant from the WV DHHR
and have 4 employees:

Kellie Gunnoe, Executive Director
Phylecia Martin, Youth Services Coordinator
Mindy Lilly, Family Services Coordinator
Tim Ketterman, Community Engagement
Coordinator

We have provided them space within The Hope
Center and they are providing us with their
experience in developing activities and working
with the community.

Both groups will be providing volunteers. Thank
you for your willingness to commit to helping Hope
in the Mountains. Your help will be needed more
now as we provide many community activities.

At this time, we need 1 or 2 volunteers to be at

The Hope Center from either 9-3, 9-12, or 12-3 on
Mondays, Wednesdays, or Fridays. Your job would
be: (1) to welcome people who come in, offering
refreshments, tours, information, etc.; (2) finding
entertainment for any children who might be with
parents; and (3) help the Family Support Center
group with needed preparation for upcoming
activities. The volunteers who sign up for
Wednesday morning will be helping with the 10:30-
12:00 Play Group. Every day should be different,
be entertaining, and offer opportunities to be the
hands of Christ.

We will be doing spring cleaning at the center
Tuesday, March 7, from 10:00 - 3:00. Any help
during that time would be greatly appreciated.

Please be aware of a very important date:
DaySpring Camp has been scheduled at The Hope
Center from June 19-22 from 8:00-3:00 daily. Mark
your calendar!

If you are willing to help in any of these ways,
please email Cinny Rumberg, Volunteer
Coordinator, at rumberg@gmail.com or call at (304)
253-2410.

IT'S NOT TOO LATE!!!!
It's not too late to donate
toward the purchase of the
mattresses for the BUMFS
Daniel's Cottage! The
mattresses were delivered
on Wednesday, February 22.
We know the kids will now
literally rest easier! The total
purchase price with removal
of the old mattresses was
$2,700. Each set was $325
for a total of $2,600 and a
$100 removal fee. To date
we have collected $2,150
leaving just $550 remaining
to be collected. Thank you
one and all for supporting
this mission project!! An
extra big thank you goes to
Gary at Home Furniture in
Beckley for working with us
to get a great deal!!

Eight new mattresses were
delivered to the Burlington
United Methodist Family
Services Daniels Cottage on
Wednesday, February 22, by
Home Furniture of Beckley.



From the Pastor's Pen.....
The theme of our Lenten worship series this year is
entitled “Journey from Brokenness to
Restoration. In the forty days of this Lenten
season God invites us to draw closer, to be
revitalized in our faith in ways that stretch us and
yes sometimes make us uncomfortable.

Through our Wesleyan theology, we often think the
focus of the Lenten season is primarily a
deepening inward spiritual journey, the works of
piety. The spiritual disciplines of prayer, worship,
study, meditation, and fasting become important
pathways for us as individuals and as faith
communities to grow in our relationship with our
Lord. Lent encourages us to make a stronger
commitment to grow in our Christian faith. I pray
you will take advantage of the tremendous
opportunities to walk closer with God during Lent
and be renewed and refreshed by this spiritual
journey. There will be many opportunities to enrich
our spiritual life through experiences of worship,
prayer, and study. Now is the time to join a weekly
Adult Sunday school class or Bible study or
participate in a short-term study on the gospel of
Luke.

John Wesley would also remind us that our Lenten
journey is one that is focused outwardly through
the works of charity. Putting into action the
teaching of Jesus in ways that affect the world
around us. Making a deliberate choice as we
journey together through this Lenten season to find
a new passion and look for opportunities to serve
God, the Church, and the community more fully.
Making time to volunteer or taking on a new role in
providing gifts of service.

It is up to each of us to determine how we will
approach this awe-inspiring journey of the Lenten

season as individuals. One we are sometimes
reluctant to pursue because it requires great
discipline and an alteration of intentional actions
to embody the teaching of Jesus Christ. It is also an
exciting time of spiritual, emotional, and physical
renewal, stretching us as the Body of Christ to lean
into new ways the Lord is calling us to be in servant
ministry and mission.

My prayer for all of us is that Lent will be a season
of great spiritual renewal as individuals and the
body of Christ. A season that challenges and
inspires us to seek out ways our relationship with
Jesus will fulfill the great thirst and longing of our
souls. To find anew the loving Savior that awaits us
with unending grace. Healing our spirits, restoring
our souls, mending our broken hearts, and
restoring us to new life we can only find through
relationship with our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ!
I look forward to journeying with you from
brokenness to restoration throughout these forty
days!

Your grateful sister in Christ, Pastor Betsy

RALEIGH SHARED MINISTRIES LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

Jesus came to lift up the lowly.
Throughout his ministry to his
final days on the road to the
cross, we find stories of his
relationships with ordinary,
flawed, and unexpected people.
He met, dined, and traveled with
people who were not perfect.

Many of them were struggling, some were outsiders or
even outlaws. Whoever they were, from those he
healed to the outlaws with him at his crucifixion, Jesus

brought the good news of God's kingdom to those who
most needed to hear it.

In Luke: Jesus and the Outsiders, Outcasts, and
Outlaws, pastor Adam Hamilton explores the life,
teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus as told in
the Gospel of Luke. Through Luke’s stories we find
Jesus’ care and compassion for all as he welcomes
sinners and outcasts. As we study Luke and see Jesus’
concern for those who were considered unimportant,
we hear a hopeful and inspiring word for our lives today.



From The Prayer Room.......

Revival at Asbury University. For me (yes we have
been), peaceful, gentle, moving. I really have no
words. So I thought I would share with you our son-
in-law Kevin’s experience. Thank you for allowing
me to do so. Susan

I don't know where to begin, so I guess I just will....

All week I've heard about a revival at Asbury
University. I really didn't have any interest in going
but more to the point my work and family
responsibilities took all of my time so I couldn't fit it
into my schedule. But then God made a way to do
what God wanted to do. Through some twists and
turns, He enabled me to squeeze it into my
schedule on Saturday morning. Oh boy, am I glad
that I did! It was a spirit filled experience. I
experienced prayer and worship for 2 1/2 hours
but it only seemed like 10 minutes. The Lord spoke
many things to me during my time in Hughes
Auditorium this Saturday morning. The over riding
message: Prioritize Him. If I continued with my busy
schedule there would have been a bit of room for
Him around the edges, but He wanted the whole
thing. He wanted to be first. That's what He wants
from all of us. God loves us deeply. Prioritizing Him
enables us to have the right perspective on life and
all of our pursuits. It puts our struggles in
perspective, enables us to offer gratitude for our
blessings, and gives us clarity for our next steps.
Where can you make room for our Lord and Savior?

I was too busy and couldn't fit Him into my
schedule. But I'm glad my perspective shifted so
that I could enjoy this spirit filled morning with my
wife and two of my three kids (My wife took our
oldest and two of her friends later and their
experience was amazing as well!). Many have been
praying for a revival just like this and I pray that
what started at Asbury spreads through this land
like a wildfire. That the Spirit of the Lord would
move freely and we will be His messengers of the
Good News!

Blessings to you all,

Kevin

DAILY LENTEN DEVOTIONS

These 2023 Lenten Devotionals provide an
opportunity to explore scripture the daily
reflection on a particular scripture, written by laity
in our Conference. You are invited to fully
participate on this journey by reading the selected
daily scripture, praying, and reflecting on both the
scripture and the message that the devotional
writer has shared.

Find the Devotions Here
https://www.wvumc.org/2023-lenten-devotions/
Sign up for Daily Lent Devotion Emails
https://www.wvumc.org/conference-email-
subscription/

NEW VISION DEPOT HIRING
DIRECTOR

The West Virginia Conference is currently seeking
applications for a part-time (10-15 hours per
week) Director for the New Vision Depot. Duties
include maintaining the site in addition to
disaster relief resources and equipment; working
with the Conference Disaster Response
Coordinator, Global Ministries team, Director of
Connectional Ministries, Bishop and other. Other
duties and information are available in the job
description found at
https://www.wvumc.org/news/2022/04/new-
vision-depot-hiring-director/



West Virginia college & seminary students receive
support through the United Methodist connection!

In 2022, 16 college & seminary students in the
WV Conference received scholarships totaling
$45,300 through the United Methodist General
Board of Higher Education and Ministry. This
United Methodist general agency is supported by
your apportionment giving, and scholarship are
funded through additional generous gifts and
grants. To find out more about GBHEM or its
scholarship program, click here:
https://www.gbhem.org/.

Do you or someone you know need financial
support for college or seminary? Applications are
being accepted now for these scholarship
opportunities:

The United Methodist Higher Education
Foundation - Deadline March 1

The General Board of Higher Education & Ministry
- Deadline March 30

SUPPORT FOR WV COLLEGE
AND SEMINARY STUDENTS

The West Virginia Conference of The United
Methodist Church is excited to launch a new
conference-wide initiative called
New Places • New People for 2023 and beyond.

We are holding workshops in each of our districts
to introduce the New Places • New People
initiative. Each workshop offers opportunities for
fellowship and learning about how your
congregation can become a mission outpost for
whole new ways of creating connections and
building community. We hope to have a number of
people from Beckley Community, Mabscott, and
Sophia attend this event for the Southern District

Please let Pastor Betsy know if you are able
to attend and register at https://wvumc-
reg.brtapp.com/NewPlacesNewPeopleSouthernDi
strict

New Places • New People is not an event or a
program, but rather a way of engaging with our
world, our communities, and our neighbors in the
places they already are. More than traditional
outreach, New Places • New People focuses on
creating new discipling communities beyond the
walls of our buildings. The workshops will help
you develop ministries that meet people where
they are and help them create contextual
expression of church built around authentic
friendships, discipleship and God-size dreams for
the world. You can learn more by visiting the
WVUMC website at https://www.wvumc.org/new-
places-new-people/

SAVE THE DATE!
NEW PLACES •
NEW PEOPLE

COMMUNICATION FROM KENYAN
STUDENT BRENDA SIMIYU

For years we have sponsored a Kenyan Living
Hope High School student. She has completed
high school and is now attending university and
still communicates with Dale and Sarah Ritchey.
Below is an exerpt from one of her messages to
Dale.

Hello hope you are fine there in America. In Kenya
we are fine and safe. The second semester of my
first year is enjoyable. We are at the middle of the
semester and I thank God this semester I have
been healthy since the opening of the semester
and now we are at the middle of the semester and
I am grateful. I still appreciate you for your support
throughout my education life and I pray to God to
give you a long lifespan so that you can continue
to help others who are also in need, You have
really impacted positively in my life and I have alot
of reasons to thank God. I am working hard so that
I can be a physics/mathematics teacher and I will
be happy since I will have made a big step in my
life as well as my family. May God grant you many
years of blessings . Pass my greetings to all the
church members.






